64	EGGE HOMO.
whole is leavened. At another time he compares the Call
(the Word) to seed sown in different sorts of ground, but
bearing a prosperous crop in one sort only. To one class
. he found it was like a treasure hidden in a field, which not
to lose a man sells all his property and buys the field;
to another class it is an invitation which they decline with
civil excuses. Thus it shows each man in his genuine
character, and, on the whole, those who accept the Call
and abide by it are worthy of it. Yet to this rule there
are a good many exceptions. When the seed has been
sown in the best ground, tares will spring up with the
wheat; thrown in, as it were, by some spiteful neighbour.
And when the winnowing has thus failed through mishap,
we must not interfere further, says Christ; he will have
no artificial winnowing by mere presumptuous private
judgment of each other.
These arc specimens of Christ's reflections upon the
working of his proclamation. They offer nothing which
need surprise us. Such a winnowing of men as he ac-
complished is not unique in kind. Every high-minded
leader who gathers followers round him for any great
purpose, when he calls to self-sacrifice and has no worldly
rewards to offer, does something similar. lie too in his
degree winnows men. And therefore in tracing the
history of many other movements which have agitated
large numbers, we are often reminded of those parables
of Christ that begin, * The kingdom of heaven is like—.'
If those parables are read together, they present an almost
complete account of the ferment produced in a large and
various society by a great principle presented to it im-
pressively and practically. In all such cases each indi-
vidual that comes within the influence may be said to

